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M our ning a Beauty while Hunting the Beasts

Although thetitleisreminiscent of a familiar Disney tale, thisreal life story of a beautiful woman ends
tragically, when her lifewastaken far too soon. Miss Venezuela 2004 isthe beauty at the center of this heart-
wrenching event, along with her ex-husband and their five-year old daughter.

On January 6, 2014, Monica Spears, 29, her ex husband, Thomas Henry Berry, 39, and their five-year old
daughter were driving through Venezuela when their car became disabled dueto aflat tire. They tried to maintain
their safety by locking their vehicle's door s, however, that was not enough to hold back the threat that was coming
from the other side. Monica and Thomas wer e fatally shot through the car windows, while their young child survived
despitetaking a bullet to theleg.

This crime hasleft the police and investigator sto pick up the pieces and attempt to find and char ge the guilty
party. Police Commissioner, Jose Gregoria Sierralta, believesthat the criminals' motive wasrobbery. A few
member s from a Puerto Cabello gang, EI Cambur Savages are the prime suspectsin this case and are believed to
have put tire spikesin theroad to cause thevictims flat tire. When the police searched the suspects' residences,
they found thevictims' items, including a digital camerathat belonged to Monica Spears.

Although the outcome of this attack was gruesome and heartbreaking, it isnot uncommon in thisregion.
According to Mery Mogollon and ChrisKraul, “ Venezuela has one of the highest homicide ratesin the hemisphere.”
Venezuelan President, Nicolas Maduro already has plansto reduce the amount of firearmsin the country. The
President isupset because he believes the media isusing thistragedy to “demoralize” and “destroy” Venezuela. He
plansto make changes on the staff of his Cabinet, in hopes of improvement.

A terribletragedy struck Venezuela once again; however, thistimeit was different. Despite Venezuela
ranking with the “highest homicide rate in the hemisphere’, these specific homicides shocked the country. The
victimsincluded a nationwide celebrity and her family, whom many people loved and admired. Thiswas an example
of arandom, robbery attack that shook the country because it involved a household name. President Maduro has
been set into action to bring changes regar ding firearm safety alongside his newly appointed Cabinet. He also longs
to set the media straight on the true Venezuela and not let people get caught up in thisone attack. Hisactions seem
to agree with hiswordsin that he wants changein the positive direction for Venezuela.

When | first read thisarticle, | viewed the situation asif | was one of thevictimsand | wasterrified. | can’t imagine
driving down the road with my family, unsuspecting, and right into atrap ending in my death. | agree with the
President; Venezuela needsto do something soon about their high homiciderates. | think it’s positive that President
Maduroistaking action by getting new people into the Cabinet to make changesregarding policies on firearms. |
hopethat Venezuela, asa nation, can reduce their homicide rates and create a safer country for peopleto livein,



while also improving their image among the other nations of the world.



